American History

During Worid War I, more than 400 Navajo
soldiers served as “code talkers.” They proved
that words are sometimes the best weapon.

by Buzanne Molabe

hortly before
dawn on Sunday,
December 7,
1941, Japanese
bamber planes
approacied the
Hawatiian island of Gahu. Most of
the American soldiers and sailors
stazioned there were stili asicep.

For the next two hours, bombs
rained down on the military complex,
destroying more than 300 LS. planes
on the ground. Bombs and torpedoes
destroyed three huge battleships and
damaged many smaller ships.

The attack, which killed 2.382
people and wounded about 2,000
stunned the ULS. Within 24 hours.
President Franklin 3. Roosevelt
asked Congress to declare war on
Japan. A few days later, Japan’s
allies— Germany and Faly-
declared war on the US

Now that the U8, was directly
ivolved in World War 11, a wave of
patriotism swept over the country.
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Young men rushed to cnhst.

When word of the crisis reached
the Navajo reservation—-4 16+
mitlion-acre expanse that includes
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